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ON-DUFFERIN-GUELPH

Stay WEll

February 2, 2022

COVID-19 Vaccine Bulletin #41

Quick Updates

¢ Review Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health’s (WDGPH) vaccination progress:
COVID-19 Vaccination Report. The vaccination dashboard now includes individuals who
are receiving third doses.

e Townhall Meeting on February 3': Join representatives from the Chief Medical Officer of
Health'’s office, Public Health Ontario, the OCFP, and the OMA on February 3", 2022, from
8:00 A.M-9:00 A.M. for a townhall meeting. This session is to support health care providers
in offering guidance to parents about the safety of vaccines, schools, and childcare in
relation to COVID-19. This session will review the current guidance on public health
measures such as masking, daily screening, testing, and extracurricular activities. The
session will also highlight current initiatives to support increased vaccination among 5-11-
year-olds including school-based clinics, educational resources, and expert support.
Reqister and submit questions in advance here.

e Use of Pfizer: On January 25", the Ministry of Health has eliminated the requirement to
prioritize its use for the 12-29 age group. The province has confirmed a stable supply of
the adult Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty vaccine. The Moderna Spikevax vaccine remains in
stable supply in Ontario and can continue to be administered broadly. While vaccine supply
is currently stable, the administration must continue to be based on principles including the
effectiveness of both vaccines, interchangeability, and minimizing wastage of these globally
critical products.

e The Provincial Council for Maternal and Child Health (PCMCH) is recommending that
pregnant and breastfeeding individuals get vaccinated against COVID-19. Pregnant
individuals that are COVID positive will have mild symptoms and fully recover; however,
some will develop moderate to severe COVID-19 iliness and need to be hospitalized.
MRNA Vaccines (including booster doses) are highly effective at reducing the risk of any
variant of COVID-19 infection.

e Vaccine for under-5 Children: In December, Pfizer-BioNTech announced their plans to
submit data to the FDA on a 3-dose study in the first half of 2022, after initial trials of the 3
Mg 2-dose regimen given to 2- to 4-year old’s did not produce as much of an immune
response as it did in other age groups.

e Omicron-Specific Vaccines: on Tuesday, January 25", Pfizer and BioNTech announced
they have begun a study to evaluate a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine based on the Omicron variant
among adults aged 18 to 55 years. The study will enroll up to 1,420 healthy adults to test
the Omicron-based shot as an initial (third shot) or secondary (fourth shot) booster dose or
as primary vaccinations in previously unvaccinated individuals.
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https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/status-vaccinations-wdg
http://click.info.oma.org/?qs=9e007e93f1a9095bfb832166a20f0e41d5c0d5508b1d22e15d4e8e2a3c4e9b9c340767d8d3d2c2e04b2aeb86449060b3d9e2224f31c15d653ae98d64bdfd3154
https://www.pcmch.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PCMCH-COVID-19-Vaccine-Patient-Information-Sheet-2022_01_25_ENGLISH.pdf
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dZUl7Rht498l9xdXGrw5AyQ13cYF4S224czOX0zaIdJxO0pO3fB23rPl5-VACekrhSbBRPrdPwZwETxvPa8OyGyf1mGEihJieSfxupnfEbNA9bT3ASRs70nHdKCICmcLpFqjI1ZoyzR9B9Dfzbdd_MLc98jc2nGSRyGZ7ZQkPk0WxUw_3pKk5ByZdnXo6KMxcuh0erMPF0Z_I6tPm1MdWn6pBAndpgaHuhH3vGASeeP7G-Pcso3iq9OpFqnkvauA&c=wHY-zh9rbGjFyCceKux4VWgAqHsh5U8idDdmjX3U6Sctd3iYTQq2KA==&ch=89eCZs4S9u-nrmmRwwX8sgc-aV59YvtxsTT7fsZ-wJZgHXLlb3c2yg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dZUl7Rht498l9xdXGrw5AyQ13cYF4S224czOX0zaIdJxO0pO3fB23rPl5-VACekrQBE6Dws0wjEoamXqr3Sm0R-IVQWO1kBemc7h8OkZoOXDQZRWSmH28oB7dZkvnGgkPOMa9j8-SXENwundCKCtgyLzxvAgnynOY5qGmrcBpDfpCJXE3adobcrAIucTbZYzn43isRdbZWnVlEHDIxENXI12xlr91YZlficG5F6jFS8CSQ-YlVwUM8Fp0_SmFEls3kJZ9n96nhp28-_o8pQ71A==&c=wHY-zh9rbGjFyCceKux4VWgAqHsh5U8idDdmjX3U6Sctd3iYTQq2KA==&ch=89eCZs4S9u-nrmmRwwX8sgc-aV59YvtxsTT7fsZ-wJZgHXLlb3c2yg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dZUl7Rht498l9xdXGrw5AyQ13cYF4S224czOX0zaIdJxO0pO3fB23rPl5-VACekrDJpO_eOsE4UCFfeIbBI7Hgc9TpOwK0DhOfNxAsfJx5YsbiBA4wJDzylVy5CnC99qc5lhm9WR5G-9oZtiRF3q4b4SxxqjoQgJFle_TE_AYoSCxkqcj0EjtCmilJojPpAy6jiS8nL_XZKI7NNbx9cEEgKur5TQvnzjGeJOu4G68_v8oTJHc8UhRA==&c=wHY-zh9rbGjFyCceKux4VWgAqHsh5U8idDdmjX3U6Sctd3iYTQq2KA==&ch=89eCZs4S9u-nrmmRwwX8sgc-aV59YvtxsTT7fsZ-wJZgHXLlb3c2yg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dZUl7Rht498l9xdXGrw5AyQ13cYF4S224czOX0zaIdJxO0pO3fB23rPl5-VACekrDJpO_eOsE4UCFfeIbBI7Hgc9TpOwK0DhOfNxAsfJx5YsbiBA4wJDzylVy5CnC99qc5lhm9WR5G-9oZtiRF3q4b4SxxqjoQgJFle_TE_AYoSCxkqcj0EjtCmilJojPpAy6jiS8nL_XZKI7NNbx9cEEgKur5TQvnzjGeJOu4G68_v8oTJHc8UhRA==&c=wHY-zh9rbGjFyCceKux4VWgAqHsh5U8idDdmjX3U6Sctd3iYTQq2KA==&ch=89eCZs4S9u-nrmmRwwX8sgc-aV59YvtxsTT7fsZ-wJZgHXLlb3c2yg==
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Vaccine Status for Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph

February 2, 2022

89% of residents 5+ 85% of residents 5+
received at least one received two doses

Age First | Second @ Booster
Group | Dose Dose Dose

dose 60+ 99% 99% 80%

50-59 | 91% 89% 55%
40-49 | 89% 88% 45%

% Received at least Total number of

two doses In: doses given in
Well. County = 84 primary care office 30-39 92% 89% 39%

Duff. County = 82 lghatrmacg 3”8"_ _ 20-29 | 84% | 81% 31%
. artner-Le Inic
City of Guelph = 87 12-19 | 86% 82% 9%

=498,471
5-11 56% 26% 0%

Updates to Ministry of Health Guidance

COVID-19 Vaccination in Pregnancy & Breastfeeding Clinical Support Tool (updated January 25, 2022)
COVID-19 Vaccine Administration Errors and Deviations Guidance (updated January 25, 2022)
COVID-19 Vaccination Third Dose Recommendations (updated January 13, 2022)

COVID-19 Medical Exemptions to vaccination (updated January 12, 2022)

COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Guidelines (updated January 5, 2022)

Updated NACI recommendations on the use of COVID-19 vaccines in
children 5to 11 years of age

On January 25, 2022, the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) strengthened
its recommendation regarding the use of COVID-19 vaccines in children 5 to 11 years of age.
NACI now recommends that a complete series of Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty vaccine (10
mcg) should be offered to children 5 to 11 years of age who do not have contraindications to
the vaccine, with a dosing interval of at least 8 weeks between the first and second doses.
Previous NACI guidance indicated that the vaccine ‘may be offered.” The updated
recommendation reflects greater evidence regarding the effectiveness and safety of the
vaccine.

NACI also recommends that individuals 5-11 years of age who are moderately to severely
immunocompromised should receive a 3-dose primary series of an authorized mRNA COVID-
19 vaccine. This aligns with guidance that has previously been provided by Ontario’s Ministry
of Health.
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https://www.pcmch.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/PCMCH-COVID-19-Vaccine-Patient-Information-Sheet-2022_01_25_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_administration_errors_deviations.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_third_dose_recommendations.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/medical_exemptions_to_vaccination.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/vaccine_storage_handling_pfizer_moderna.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_third_dose_recommendations.pdf
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Use of PAXLOVID and sotrovimab as outpatient therapies for COVID-19

On January 17", Health Canada approved the oral antiviral PAXLOVID (nirmatrelvir and
ritonavir) for adults with mild-moderate COVID-19 infection who are at risk of progressing to
severe disease. Ontario is distributing a limited supply of PAXLOVID and sotrovimab to
designated sites across the province and prioritizing individuals who are at higher risk for
severe outcomes from COVID-19 infection. This includes:

Immunocompromised individuals (PDF) aged 18 and over regardless of vaccine status
Unvaccinated individuals aged 60 and over

Unvaccinated First Nation, Inuit and Métis individuals aged 50 and over

Unvaccinated individuals aged 50 and over with one or more risk factors.

Guidance from Ontario's Science Advisory Table provides direction for health care providers in
identifying eligible patients who could benefit from antiviral treatment. Eligible patients should
be referred as soon as possible to a clinical assessment centre. PAXLOVID and sotrivimab
must be given within 5 or 7 days of symptom onset, respectively.

No drug, including PAXLOVID™, is a substitute for vaccination. Vaccination remains the
most important tool in preventing serious illness from COVID-19 infection. Both the Public
Health Agency of Canada and Health Canada continue to strongly recommend vaccination for
all eligible Canadians, including those who are pregnant, may become pregnant or are breast-
feeding.

For detailed information on authorized vaccines and treatments in Canada, visit the COVID-19
vaccines and treatments portal.

NACI Recommendations on Booster Doses for Adolescents 12-17 years old

On January 28, NACI provided guidance on the use of booster COVID-19 vaccine doses in
adolescents 12-17 years of age. NACI has recommended:

e Abooster dose of an mMRNA COVID-19 vaccine may be offered =6 months after
completion of a primary COVID-19 vaccine series to adolescents 12 to 17 years of age:

o With an underlying medical condition at high risk of severe illness due to COVID-
19 (including those who are immunocompromised and who received a three-
dose primary series);

o Who are residents of congregate living settings (e.g., shelters, group homes,
quarters for migrant workers, correctional facilities);

o Who belong to racialized and/or marginalized communities disproportionately
affected by COVID-19.
(Discretionary NACI Recommendation)

At this time, NACI is not making recommendations for booster doses for the general
adolescent population, 12 to 17 years of age. Guidance from the Ministry of Health regarding
the implementation of NACI's recommendations in Ontario is expected to be available shortly.
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https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/paxlovid/product-details
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-antiviral-treatment
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-antiviral-treatment
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/clinical-practice-guideline-summary-recommended-drugs-and-biologics-in-adult-patients-with-covid-19-version-9-0/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines.html
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Vaccine Effectiveness against the Omicron Variant in Ontario

A pre-print study on medRxiv (Buchan et al.) examined the effectiveness of COVID-19
vaccines against symptomatic infection with the Omicron and Delta variants. The study used a
logistic regression model based on Ontario data to estimate the vaccine effectiveness (VE) of
two or three doses by time since the latest dose. Top-line results include:

e After 2 doses, VE against Delta infection declined steadily over time but recovered to
97% (Cl 96-98%) =7 days following an mRNA third dose.

e After 2 doses, VE against Omicron infection declined from 36% (Cl 24-45%), 7-59 days
following immunization, to close to 0% after = 180 days.

e VE against Omicron infection was 61% (CIl 56-65%) =7 days following an mRNA third
dose.

The same study also provided estimates regarding the vaccine effectiveness (VE) of two or
three doses against severe outcomes (hospitalization or death). VE against severe Omicron
outcomes was over 80%, = 180 days following a second dose. This increased to 95% (CI 87-
98%), =7 days following an mRNA third dose.

Vaccine Effectiveness and the BA.2 Sub-lineage

Data reported in a recent UK Health Security Agency technical briefing provide estimates
regarding the vaccine effectiveness (VE) of two or three doses against symptomatic disease
caused by the BA.1 and BA.2 sub-lineages of the Omicron variant:

e 225 weeks after a second dose, VE was 9% (Cl 7-10%) for the BA.1 sub-lineage vs.
13% (Cl -26-40%) for the BA.2 sub-lineage.

e =2 weeks after a third dose, VE was 63% (Cl 63-64%) for the BA.1 sub-lineage vs.
70% (CI 58-79%) for the BA.2 sub-lineage.

As of January 25, 2022, 51 cases of the BA.2 sub-lineage have been reported in Canada with
the earliest case reported in December 2021. Public Health Ontario has posted an up-to-date
risk assessment regarding the BA.2 sub-lineage.

Reliable Sources of Information on Vaccines
WDGPH Vaccine Administration Training
Public Health Agency of Canada
Government of Ontario
Ministry of Health
Public Health Ontario
Centre for Effective Practice (CEP)
World Health Organization
COVID-19 Studies from the World Health Organization Database
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
National Advisory Committee on Immunizations (NACI)
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https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.12.30.21268565v2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1050999/Technical-Briefing-35-28January2022.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/voc/2022/01/covid-19-omicron-ba2-risk-assessment.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/voc/2022/01/covid-19-omicron-ba2-risk-assessment.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/healthcare-providers/covid-19-information-healthcare-providers/covid-19-vaccine-administration
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines.html
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/covid19_vaccine.aspx
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-vaccines
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/who_table
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci.html)%20and%20OIAC%20(%20https:/www.publichealthontario.ca/en/about/our-organization/external-advisory-committees/oiac
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Stay Well. February 2, 2022
Confused about COVID? Family doctors answer your questions, the Department of Family and
Community Medicine, University of Toronto, and Ontario College of Family Physicians came
together to create a user-friendly Q&A to assist the public understand the current guidelines.

More information about how to book an appointment is available:
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-
information/covid-19-vaccine-children-ages
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https://dfcm.utoronto.ca/confused-about-covid
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/covid-19-vaccine-children-ages
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/covid-19-vaccine-children-ages

