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COVID-19 Vaccine Bulletin #25
Youth Vaccinations & New Vaccine Research
Quick Updates

e Check out Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph’s vaccination dashboard. The total number of
doses administered in Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph (WDG) is 169,038.

e WDG residents or workers who are 12 years of age and older are eligible for a
vaccine appointment. Go to www.wdgpublichealth.ca/register for more information
about vaccine pre-registration. There is a Vaccine Registration and Booking
Helpline: 1-844-780-0202 (Mon-Fri, 12-8 pm) for anyone who has issues pre-
registering or booking online.

e Local pharmacies are also providing Pfizer (12 years of age and older) and Moderna
(18 years of age and older) vaccine. To find out which pharmacies are offering Pfizer or
Moderna vaccine, visit covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations.

e For more information on booking second doses, review the Appointment Booking Status
webpage.

¢ Individuals who are taking an anti-CD20 agent (immunosuppressive medications such
as rituximab, ocrelizumab, and ofatumumab) are eligible for an exception to the delayed
second dose. Health care providers can fax referrals to 1-855-934-5463.

e Individuals can now log in to the provincial portal to download or print an electronic
COVID-19 receipt for each dose received using a green photo health (OHIP) card. For
those with a red and white health card, they can call the Provincial Vaccine Booking
Line (1-833-943-3900) and have a copy of the receipt emailed to them.

e Individuals who were vaccinated out of province need to provide proof of their first dose
to ensure that the appropriate vaccine is used at second dose and that the second dose
is completed in line with their eligibility in Ontario.

Vaccine Status for Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph
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https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-workplaces-and-living-spaces/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-1
http://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/register
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations
https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/first-and-second-dose
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID_19_medical_exceptions_vaccine_dose_intervals.pdf
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/get-covid-19-vaccine#vaccination-receipts

wg .
PublicHealth
WELLINGTON-DUFFERIN-GUELPH

Stay Well. May 31, 2021

Youth Vaccine Information

e There will be 13 youth-focused vaccination clinics (across WDG) from June 14-26 for
students who are 12-17 years of age and their family members. These clinics will open
for booking on June 1 at 12:00 pm.

e Youth can book into any of WDG’s mass vaccination clinics using WDGPH’s pre-
registration and booking system or they can book an appointment at a pharmacy
offering the Pfizer vaccine.

e The Ministry of Health has developed three documents to support youth vaccination:
o COVID-19 Vaccine Information Sheet for Youth (Age 12-17)
o What Youth Need to Know About their Appointment
o COVID-19 Vaccine Youth (Age 12-17) Consent Form

Second doses of AstraZeneca
e A WDGPH Physician and Pharmacist Update was sent to all healthcare providers on
May 21, 2021 in regard to second doses of AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD

e Review the new and updated Ministry of Health documents related to AstraZeneca/
COVISHIELD:

o COVID-19 Vaccine Information for individuals that received a first dose of the
AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD vaccine (explains the two options for second doses)

o Administration of AstraZeneca COVID-19 Vaccine/COVISHIELD Vaccine

e Those primary care providers and pharmacies who are able to offer second doses of
AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD are contacting those who are eligible.

e WDGPH will notify primary care providers as soon as possible when more AstraZeneca
vaccine is available for second doses.

New and Emerging Vaccine Research

Effectiveness of Vaccines Against B.1.617.2 Variant

e The B.1.617.2 variant which has contributed to the surge of COVID-19 cases in India
and is spreading quickly in the UK is reported to be more transmissible than previous
versions of the virus.
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https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/pre-register-your-covid-19
https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/pre-register-your-covid-19
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_information_sheet_youth.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_what_youth_need_to_know.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_consent_form_youth.pdf
https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/sites/default/files/physicians_advisory_-_astrazeneca_update_-_may_21_2021.pdf
file:///C:/Users/michimo/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2RV8YLV7/Second%20doses%20of%20AstraZeneca
file:///C:/Users/michimo/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2RV8YLV7/Second%20doses%20of%20AstraZeneca
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_AstraZeneca_Vaccine_admin.pdf
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e A recent pre-print study (not yet peer reviewed) from the UK led by Public Health
England compared the effectiveness of vaccine against the B.1.1.7 variant (originated in
UK) and the B.1.617.2 variant (originated in India):

o The Pfizer vaccine was 88% effective against symptomatic disease from the
B.1.617.2 variant two weeks after the second dose, compared to 93%
effectiveness against the B.1.1.7 variant

o The AstraZeneca vaccine was 60% effective against symptomatic disease from
the B.1.617.2 variant after the second dose compared to 66% effectiveness
against the B.1.1.7 variant.

o Both vaccines were 33% effective against symptomatic disease from B.1.617.2,
three weeks after the first dose compared to 50% effectiveness against the
B.1.1.7 variant.

Lopez Bernal, J. et al. (May 2021). Effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines against the B.1.617.2 variant.
Preprint article (not yet peer reviewed) from Public Health England.

Medicago — Canadian Vaccine

e Medicago is a Quebec-based company that has developed a COVID-19 vaccine that
uses a plant-based platform that produces non-infectious versions of viruses called Virus-
like Particles (VLPs).

« A preprint article from Medicago reports positive interim Phase 2 results:
o Similar antibody response in adults (18-64) and older adults (65+)

o Neutralizing antibody responses were ten times higher than in people recovering
from COVID-19

o No severe adverse events reported

Gobeil, P. et al. (May 17, 2021). Interim report of a phase 2 randomized trial of a plant-produced virus-
like particle vaccine for COVID-19 in health adults aged 18-64 and older adults aged 65 and older.
Preprint article (not yet peer reviewed) on medRXxiv.

Updates from Ontario

e Ontario has reached its target of administering first doses to 65% of Ontarians aged 18
and over ahead of schedule. Vaccination rates vary across the province as Toronto,
York and Peel had an over-allocation of vaccine and the rest of the province was under-
allocated. Some areas of Ontario have vaccination coverage rates of 53% while York
has a coverage rate of 71%. Locally, our coverage is 63% as WDGPH was under-
allocated for vaccine.

—

wdgpublichealth.ca

T: 519-822-2715 or 1-800-265-7293 Page |3


https://khub.net/documents/135939561/430986542/Effectiveness+of+COVID-19+vaccines+against+the+B.1.617.2+variant.pdf/204c11a4-e02e-11f2-db19-b3664107ac42
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.14.21257248v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.05.14.21257248v1
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000217/ontario-accelerates-rollout-of-second-shots-targeting-a-two-dose-summer
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e Beginning today (May 31, 2021), individuals who are 80 years of age and older are
eligible for accelerated second dose appointments. Beginning the week of June 14,
2021, individuals who are 70 years of age and older will be eligible for second doses.
Being eligible does not mean there will be an immediate appointment available for these
individuals. WDGPH is still providing first doses of vaccine therefore most second dose
appointments will begin later in June. Keep up-to-date on the status of second doses by
reviewing the Appointment Booking Status webpage.

« If there is sufficient vaccine supply, it is anticipated that the majority of Ontario residents
who choose to receive the vaccine will be able to be fully vaccinated by the end of
summer.

e The timing of second doses appointments may vary based on local considerations,
vaccine supply and date of the first dose appointment.

Updates from National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI)
e NACI has updated its Recommendations on the Use of COVID-19 Vaccines (May 28)

¢ Review the Summary of NACI statement of May 28, 2021

« Advice on vaccine interchangeability is under active review by NACI, with an update
expected in early June 2021.

Reliable Sources of Information on Vaccines
Public Health Agency of Canada

Government of Ontario

Ministry of Health

Public Health Ontario

Centre for Effective Practice (CEP)

World Health Organization

COVID-19 Studies from the World Health Organization Database

Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
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https://www.wdgpublichealth.ca/your-health/covid-19-information-public/covid-19-vaccine-information/first-and-second-dose
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines-en.pdf?hq_e=el&hq_m=2184913&hq_l=1&hq_v=bc9a41edd4
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/summary-updated-statement-may-28-2021.html?hq_e=el&hq_m=2184913&hq_l=2&hq_v=bc9a41edd4
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines.html
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid-19-vaccines-ontario
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/covid19_vaccine.aspx
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/respiratory-diseases/novel-coronavirus
https://tools.cep.health/tool/covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/covid-19-vaccines
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/who_table
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html

