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On March 3, the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) issued a strong recommendation
that, in the context of limited vaccine supply, the dose interval for approved two-dose COVID-19 vaccines
be extended up to four months.1 This recommendation has been adopted in Ontario and other
provinces/territories. The rationale behind extending the dose interval is to maximize the number of
people who benefit from the protection offered by a single dose.2
While extending the dose interval is believed to provide the greatest population health benefit, emerging
evidence suggests that there are subpopulations who may have a suboptimal immune response to a
single vaccine dose.3,4 Ontario’s Vaccine Clinical Advisory Group has reviewed this evidence and, on
March 26, issued recommendations regarding which populations should receive their second vaccine
dose at a shorter interval.
The following groups were recommended to receive their COVID-19 vaccine according to the dose
interval in the product monograph:
•

Transplant recipients (including solid organ transplants and hematopoietic stem cell transplants)

•

Individuals with malignant hematologic disorders and non-hematologic malignant solid tumours
receiving active treatment (chemotherapy, targeted therapies, immunotherapy), excluding
individuals receiving solely hormonal therapy or radiation therapy.5

Older adults who do not fall into the categories above are recommended to follow the extended dose
interval. This recommendation will be reassessed as new evidence emerges and as vaccine supply
forecasts are updated.5
Action Required from Health Care Providers
If you have any patients in your practice who meet either of the above criteria, please notify WDGPH by
submitting the attached form and faxing to WDGPH’s reportable disease fax line at 1-855-934-5463. For
multiple patients you may submit a list directly from your EMR. Please include:
1. Name and contact info for patients as well as reason for referral
2. Contact name and number from the referring healthcare provider for follow up
3. Indicate “For Second Dose Exception”
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If your patient has already received vaccine dose #1:
WDGPH will follow up directly with your patient and book them in for a second vaccine dose, as
appropriate based on the timing of the first dose.
If your patient has not yet received vaccine dose #1:
Your patient is eligible for to be vaccinated as part of Phase 2 on the basis of their health condition.
WDGPH will follow up directly with your patient and book their first- and second-dose appointments.
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