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Background:
Evidence has shown that COVID-19 infection has a disproportionate impact on the health of pregnant
women. Pregnant women with COVID-19 are more likely to be admitted to the intensive care unit or
need invasive ventilation than non-pregnant women.1 Compared to pregnant women without a
COVID-19 infection, COVID-19 infection in pregnancy is also associated with preeclampsia, preterm
birth, and stillbirth.2
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health (WDGPH) supports the consensus statement from the
Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada (SOGC):

Women who are pregnant or breastfeeding should be offered vaccination at any time during
pregnancy if they are eligible and no contraindications exist. This decision is based on the
women’s personal values and an understanding that the risk of infection and/or morbidity from
COVID-19 outweighs the theorized and undescribed risk of being vaccinated during pregnancy or
while breastfeeding. Women should not be precluded from vaccination based on pregnancy
status or breastfeeding.3
In anticipation of a Provincial announcement to prioritize pregnant women for vaccination, WDGPH is
now accepting referrals for COVID-19 vaccination appointments for individuals who are pregnant to
prepare to operationalize this change.
The SOGC has also issued a statement and recommendations for pregnant workers during the
COVID-19 Pandemic.4 All physicians, midwives and prenatal care providers are encouraged to
review the recommendations within this statement to ensure that an individualized care plan for
working during the pandemic is created for each pregnant worker in the context of the local
epidemiological picture and vaccination status of the worker.
Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada Statements
SOGC Statement on COVID-19 Vaccination in Pregnancy
SOGC Statement on Pregnant Workers during the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Decision-Making Tools
COVID-19 Vaccination in Pregnancy & Breastfeeding Decision-Making Clinical Support Tool
COVID-19 Vaccination in Pregnancy & Breastfeeding Patient Decision-Making Tool
Physician Referral Process
If you have any patients in your practice who are pregnant and would like to receive a COVID-19
vaccination, please notify WDGPH by completing the attached form and faxing it to WDGPH’s
reportable disease fax line at 1-855-934-5463. For multiple patients, you may submit a list directly
from your EMR. Please include:
1. Name and contact information for patients including pregnancy due date
2. Contact name and number from the referring health care providers for follow up
3. Indicate “Vaccination Referral”
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