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How to Read a Disinfectant Product Label 
Note: WDGPH does not recommend or endorse the use of any specific product.  

Please consult Health Canada’s Drug Product Database online query regarding products licensed for use in Canada.  

This fact sheet is meant to review surface cleaning and disinfection products and does not include high level disinfectants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drug Identification Number (DIN) 

is an 8-digit number that confirms 

that the disinfectant is approved for 

use by Health Canada. 

For a product that is a cleaner and 

disinfectant, a one-step product 

can be used to clean and disinfect 

the surface with one wipe. If it is a 

two-step product, the surface 

needs to be wiped first to clean then 

wiped again to disinfect. If a product 

is NOT a cleaner and disinfectant, a 

separate cleaner is required to 

clean the surface before 

disinfection. 
Each disinfectant contains an 

active ingredient that 

inactivates microorganisms 

and achieves disinfection. 
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Directions for Use  

* Read and follow the product label 

Disinfectants may have different 

directions for each type of surface it 

is used on. The directions for use 

may differ depending on the reasons 

for use (e.g. routine disinfection, 

disinfection after blood/body fluid 

spill) 

Contact Time is the amount of time 

that a disinfectant takes to inactivate 

microorganisms. For a disinfectant 

to be effective, the surface must 

remain wet with the disinfectant for 

the full duration of the contact time. 

Disinfectants that are past 

their expiry date must not 

be used as the product 

effectiveness is unknown 

past this date. 

Some disinfectants may require 

Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) to be worn to ensure that the 

user is protected against harmful 

effects of the disinfectant. 

For a product to be considered a 

low level disinfectant it must be 

effective against these three 

pathogens: 

• Pseudomonas  

• Staphylococcus  

• Salmonella  

Low level disinfectants are effective 

against COVID-19. 

 

 

 

Some products are effective 

against harder-to-kill pathogens, 

such as Norovirus. 


